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	OPTI-NEWS


International Optimist Dinghy Association

	 
	Newsletter # 3 - August 2010

It has been a busy time for the Optimist family around the world. Starting on June 26th and ending August 8th there were four continental events: the Europeans, the Asians, the North Americans and the Africans. In all, more than 1000 sailors enjoyed the very best sailing and making new friends from all the corners of the planet.

The 'star' of the season was the 'Tracking' of the races during the North Americans in Canada. There had been tracking in former IODA events but this was the first time the service was provided by IODA. The goal for next year is to provide tracking at most of our events. 

As always, we hope you enjoy this third edition of the newsletter. Please feel free to send us any news you think might be of interest to the rest of the Optimist family. Our email address is: info@optiworld.org
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IODA NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Dates: June 26 to July 4

Kingston proved an excellent spot for the event. Not only because of the varied sailing conditions, with winds ranging from 4 to more than 25 knots, but also because of the shore venue. CORK (Canadian Olympic Regatta Kingston) had been host to many top level regattas (including the Olympics) and offered superb facilities that fulfiled the demands of 196 sailors and their accompanying coaches and team leaders. The organising team were very helpful and welcoming. We would like to thank Marianne Davis, Event Secretary, and her team; as well as Pat Lymburner, PRO, who lead an excellent Race Committee.

Christopher Williford from USA was crowned North American Champion for the second time in a row, this time followed by his twin brother Duncan. Among the girls, victory went to Caterina Romero from Peru in the open fleet, and to Alie Toppa in the closed event.

Follow the link form more information and picture galleries. More...
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IODA EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Dates: July 2 to 10

The weather didn't do justice to a venue said to have wind 365 days of the year but this fact didn't put a dampener on the excellent organisation that Poland have us used to. Sailors and organisers had to be content with the results of seven races (out of 12 scheduled) but the ample wind conditions under which these seven were sailed gave an opportunity to all the sailors to show their skills. 

At the Europeans, the girls and boys sail in seperate fleets so there are two European Champions and we congratulate them both: Francesca Russo Cirillo from Italy won in the girls fleet and Konstantinos Oikonomidis from Greece won the boys fleet.

Click here for our daily report.

The championship qualified the best teams to enter the IODA European Team Racing event, which starts in a about a week. The 16 IODA members that will be represented in Italy are: ITA, ESP, TUR, GER DEN, CRO, POL, FRA, IRL, SWE, SUI, GBR, NED, FIN, BEL and NOR. 

Click here for more information on the team race event. (Bookmark the page as we will update it daily during the championship)

 

[image: image4.jpg]



IODA ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Dates: July 3 to 11

20 were the countries represented by 101 sailors who gathered in Pattaya, Thailand, to compete for the Asian title. The Royal Varuna Yacht Club hosted an unforgettable event, inaugurated with elephant rides and Thai dancers. :) The sailing conditions were mostly light except on the first day of races when a storm system brought gusts of up to 20 knots towards the end of the last race of the day. The real challenge was the strong current that made things difficult both for the sailors and the race committee. 

The level of sailing was superb, with Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia contending for the first places but with no clear dominancy. Finally it was Kimberly Lim from Singapore who took victory followed by Carlos Robles from Spain in second overall and Muhamad Faizal Norizan from Malaysia third overall and second Asian sailor. In the team racing Thailand took gold, keeping the title they had been awarded last year. More information about this event...
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IODA AFRICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Dates: July 31 to August 8

Kenya hosted the most attended African championship ever, with 69 sailors from 17 countries. It was not an easy task to organise such a big event in Kilifi and we are grateful to Nicolas Granier and his team for a wonderful championship.

But the record number of sailors is not the only remarkable fact of the event: this was the first time in its eight year history that the IODA African Championship has been won by a girl, Imane Cherif Sahroui of Algeria. Congratulation Imane!!

Algeria also celebrated a victory in the Team Racing, with Tunisia second and Kenya third.

The sailing conditions were excellent, with wind starting in 8 knots in the mornings and building up to more than 15 knots towards the end of the day. 

Sailors had the opportunity to attend a Rule 42 seminar run by Sofia Truchanowicz (ISAF instructor) and the classic briefing on team racing rules and tactics given by Chris Atkins. All in all, this was another event to remember. Learn more...
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TRACKING

The North Americans in Canada were not the first event with tracked races (in fact the first time tracking was run at an IODA event was at the North Americans 2008 in Curaçao) but this was the first regatta in which tracking was provided by IODA. 

The Executive Committee of the Class Association took the initiative this year to embrace new technology and bring Optimist sailing to a wider audience.

During the NAMs in Canada, with the support of Rogers, the local phone company who provided +200 SIM cards, the full 45 individual races plus the three final races in the team racing could be viewed live by anybody, anywhere in the world. These same races are now available for replay, a feature with countless advantages for coaching and race management analysis. 

No doubt tracking was a resounding success. Parents, team leaders, coaches, all encouraged IODA to keep on this leading trail; and we are confident the result is worth the effort. 

Tracking will be run in Ledro at the IODA European team race Championship and at the Worlds in Malaysia.

We invite you to visit our tracking page to follow the races, view replays and learn more about the technology.
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DAGGERBOARD

Our measurers have spotted some arrangements to grab the daggerboard or attach it to the hull that are not permitted. Please follow the link to view some photos and learn more...
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH

There's no denying that the Optimist is easily transported on top of a car and European sailors do take advantage of it. :) The photo was taken at the IODA Europeans in Poland. Enjoy...
 

IODA EVENTS IN 2010
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Jun 26 - Jul 4

IODA NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP
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Jul 2 - 10

IODA EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
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Jul 3 - 11

IODA ASIAN CHAMPIONSHIP
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Jul 31 - Aug 8

IODA AFRICAN CHAMPIONSHIP
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Aug 24 - 31

IODA EUROPEAN TEAM RACING CHAMPIONSHIP
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Dec 28 - Jan 8 2011

IODA WORLD SAILING CHAMPIONSHIP
Check our calendar for other regattas

 

The word "Optimist" and the symbol above are Registered Trademarks of the IODA in respect of boats, sails and sporting events.




